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Upcoming Events 
 

Thursday, January 14 

Pizza Day 

 

Friday, January 22-Friday, January 29 

Winter Break 
 

A Message From Mrs. Rivky Babad, Assistant Principal 

This week we begin a new sefer in Chumash when we read from the Torah on Shabbos, 
Sefer Shemos. In this first parsha, we move from the story of the Avos and the Shevatim 
and start learning about The Jewish nation as a people. In פסוק ט   -פרק א  Paraoh describes 
the growing nation of B’nei Yisrael and says:  נו ֶּֽ ָע֖צּום ִממ  ב וְּ ַ֥ ל ר  ָרא ֵ֔ ֵ֣י ִישְּ נ  ם בְּ ה ע ַ֚  the children of ִהנ ֵּ֗
Israel are much too numerous and strong for us.  The  באר משה asks an interesting question
- Why does Paroh use the word  רב which is singular? If he is talking about a nation of 
people, shouldn’t he instead use the word  רבים, which is plural? In the next pasuk, 
Paraoh says:  ,ה ֑לֹו ְתַחְכָמָ֖ ִֽ ָבה נ   shouldn’t he have said instead - לו  ,again using the singular ָהָ֥
   ?let us deal shrewdly with them - להם 

The  אוהב שלום answers that what Paroh was really worried about was how much  אחדות 
the Jewish people had. He knew the  כח of the Jewish people  when they stand unified 
and together. Paraoh’s idea to destroy us, was to undermine our unity. 

In fact, in  פרק ג we are introduced to the concept of  אחדות once again.  אן ֶֹ֛ ה ָהָיָ֥ה ֹרֶעֶ֛ה ֶאת־צ ּוֹמֶשֶׁ֗

ֹו  ְתרָ֥  and Moshe was the shepherd of Yisro’s flock. We all know the Midrash that Hashem י 
was testing Moshe to see if he would make a good leader. He followed the single thirsty 
sheep and carried him back on his shoulders after he finished drinking. R’ Yitzchok 
Zilberstein, in his sefer Aleinu L’shabaei’ach (written by R’ Moshe Zoren) asks an 
interesting question - how is following one sheep and leaving the rest of the flock 
unattended a good indication of Moshe’s worthiness as a leader? He walked away from 
his entire flock and left them unprotected. R’ Zilberstein answers that Moshe was aware 
that if the flock stayed together, they would be safe from danger. Again, we see that there 
is strength in unity.  

The challenges we face today both individually and collectively are numerous and 
overwhelming. It would be easy to bend under the stress of it all. But in this week’s 
Parsha, the words of the Torah send us Chizuk and remind us that we have a special 
Koach at our fingertips -  אחדות - and Hashem provides us with many opportunities daily 
to put it to good use. We may all have different opinions and viewpoints, but we are all 
part of the same עם ה‘ . Our differences should not overshadow our respect for one 
another. Treating each other with kindness, patience and respectful words will help us 
to remember that our אחדות   is where our strength lies. Let us continue to put our 
consideration for each other at the forefront of everything we do so that we can set an 
example for our children to emulate. May our collective efforts hasten our Geulah. Have 
a wonderful Shabbos.  

Candle Lighting 4:25 PM 

 פרשת שמות

Making Vacation plans? 
Please keep in mind that if you 

travel to a state that is not  

contiguous to New York State, 

your daughter will have to  

stay home for 3 days from your 

date of return, and get a Covid test 

on day 4. 

 

For more information, go to 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/

covid-19-travel-advisory 

Mazel Tov 

Mazel tov to BMA president, Mr. and 

Mrs. David Berger, on the birth of a 

granddaughter.  

Mazel tov to aunt Sara (4K) 

 

Mazel tov to Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Musheyev on the birth of a boy. Mazal 

tov to Rina (2C) and Shira (PKA K). 

Mazel tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Gamliel 

Labrie on the birth of a boy. Mazel tov 

to Yehudis (1K). 

How would you like to save $50 per child? 
It’s easy! Just catch the  

Early Bird Registration special,  

and save $50/child on your registration fees! 

Go to bnosmalka.org to register! 

Early bird ends March 1 

(Why not get it done before Winter Break, so you know it’s taken care of?) 



 

 

 

Cars and Trucks and Things That Go 
Morah Eileen Cohen, PKA C 

 
This month’s Interdisciplinary Unit of Study is all about Transportation. We 
spoke about the fact that you can’t have transportation without vehicles. 
Each student was invited to choose what their favorite vehicle was, and 
airplanes were the winner. We also played a game where Morah showed us 
a picture of a vehicle and we were given the opportunity to say whether it 
was an air, land or water form of transportation.  
 
It was so much fun playing in our “pop -up” fire engine. In our block center, 
different groups of children created adorable and quite complex railroad 
cities using train cars, different shaped tracks, signs, people and even some 
hollow wooden blocks. A great time was had by all! Have a good Shabbos! 

Making Connections 
Mrs. Julie Faska, 4C 

 

This week we have been learning about making 

connections and schema.  The girls love reading 

and have really enjoyed being able to read as 

much as they can about a certain topic.  We have 

discussed making connections across texts, us-

ing primary and secondary sources, and reading 

paired texts.  The girls got to explore the world 

of sharks and shared their abundant knowledge 

on the subject and also added to their schema!  

World Travelers 
Mrs. Julie Faska 8th grade 

 

We've been traveling all over the world over the past few 

weeks while learning about imperialism.  We have been 

studying how America gained its reputation as a world 

power, and the different ways America developed alliances 

and relationships with other countries.  The students have 

enjoyed studying the patterns and we have worked a lot on 

analyzing primary sources together.    

Our Jewish Names 
Mrs. Sarah Leibowitz, 5C 

 

"V'aileh Shemos Bnei Yisroel" "And these are the names of 

Bnei Yisroel" We learned how Bas Paraoh chose to name 

Moshe by that name in order to recall how she drew him from 

the water. The girls of Kittah Hey then put together mini post-

ers with their name, why they were named so, and the gema-

tria of their name. After each girl presented, we all gained 

new insights into each other. Whether we learned of a previ-

ously unknown middle name or a fascinating reason for their 

name, we acquired a deeper appreciation for each other. Thank you, parents, for choosing such beautiful names, and most 

importantly, for entrusting your precious daughters to us. I enjoy every day spent with them! Have a wonderful Shabbos!  

State Fair is Coming! 
Mrs. Esty Levy, 5th grade 

 
Want to know facts about the 50 states? Ask a 5th grader what her state is and you will learn a lot! The students in 5th 
grade are hard at work on their State Fair projects. They are finishing their research papers and are beginning the work on 
their tri-boards. A few girls who are ahead have been working hard on an extra credit project, creating their own state to 
present at the State Fair! The students have been seeking tirelessly! We can't wait to see the finished product!  



 

 

Mindfulness Corner 
Dr. Chaya Lieba Kobernick 

 

People who have more aren’t necessarily happier. People who are aware and grateful for what 
they have feel better and more content. I hear people say, “I just want to be happy” or, “when I 
have/achieve THAT, then I’ll be happy.” What we are really seeking is shleimus, wholeness, 
which we think comes from obtaining this, that, or the other thing. In truth, however, it is our 
mindful awareness of what we have, rather than the having itself, which truly brings happiness 
and shleimus. What do I have today? Each day we learn new things, do new things, get new 
things, in addition to the things we already have but forget about, such as family, friends, teach-
ers, knowledge, skills, love, or safety. I certainly have Torah and mitzvos, which are my ticket to 
kirvas Elokim and Olam Haba. If I can train my mind to give more of its awareness to all the 
wonderful things I have, how much better I will feel!  

Chumash Play! 
Mrs. Shani Gleb, 2nd grade 

If only I had the right words to explain the joy, efforts, and time that Kittah Bet has put into our unique Chagigas Ha-

Chumash event. Iy”H this passion will continue to spur their personal growth in Yiddishkeit and connection to Hashem and 

His Torah. It was truly a memorable milestone as we celebrated receiving our very first Chumashim this past Sunday. We 

were joined by proud Moros, supportive Administrators, the Kittah Bet Stars themselves, and family from all over the 

world.  

The excitement was palpable, albeit through our Zoom Room screens. We enjoyed divrei Torah, our Chumash Plays, pic-

tures of receiving our Chumashim in our fancy masks, messages from the daughters of our special Class Moms, and even a 

Sofer Stam! It was filled with joy, dancing, and tons of nachas. Thank you to all of those whose generosity of time and fiscal 

support made this entire possible.  

May this be the first of many new journeys into Chumash and Tanach. May this same passion and love be the continuous 

drive to ask insightful questions, find meaning, and make connections. May we all share in smachos together, and continue 

to have many reasons to scream MAZEL TOV!!   


